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UM PROFESSOR TO GO TO NEPAL
By Cary E. Holmquist
Office of University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
For most Westerners, Nepal is the name of a mystical place for a oncein-a-lifetime trip to lofty Himalayan valleys or a safari in the forests and
plains of the southern Terai region.

Usually you would not think of it as a

place to go to work, unless maybe you're in the Peace Corps or a college pro
fessor .
And University of Montana botany Professor Mark Behan thinks it will be
a fine place to set his hand and mind to his line of work.

As a Fulbright

scholar he will teach at Tribhuvan University, lecturing on ecology and research
methodology and directing thesis projects.

He also will consult with officials

of His Majesty's Government.
Behan, who will be on sabbatical leave from UM for a year, will begin
teaching in Kathmandu, Nepal, in August.
The opportunity to study in the great diversity of terrain, animal life and
vegetation in the comparatively small geographic range was what Behan said
attracted him to apply for the prestigious Fulbright award a year ago.
He said his interest is in how plants, animals and people have adapted in
a small area which changes from tropical jungles to Mount Everest heights in
about 150 miles of territory.
Behan has conducted research on trees and forest ecology systems and he
(over)
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plans to extend his work in Nepal's forests.

He said that the Himalayan kingdom

has three different types of forest within an 80-mile stretch which should
provide ample scope for his work.
He added that he was also attracted to Nepal for its ancient and unique
culture, which has not been greatly affected by Western influences.
Behan said the Nepalese are involved in a major resource conservation effort
with several U.S. and international agencies to solve problems of overgrazing
and overharvesting in their forests and high-altitude pastures.

He explained

that his experience with revegetation at Montana ski areas will be helpful in
Nepal, where forests are quickly consumed for fuel and alpine areas have been
denuded by overgrazing yaks.
Behan compared Nepal to Montana, stating that both areas are mostly arid,
though Nepal's driest season is in the winter while Montana's is in the summer.
Though Nepal is much nearer the equator than Montana, its higher altitudes give
it a sometimes comparable climate.
He added that he will examine the possibilities of introducing western
grass species which have done well in Montana and provided good pasture and
erosion control.
Behan also said he might be able to help the Nepalese in their search for
a two-crop system.

He explained that their present one-crop system of rice

patties leaves arable land bare for eight months of the year, exposing it to
erosive conditions.
Though he will be instructing in English, Behan is studying the Nepalese
language in order to communicate better with the natives.
Behan has been a UM faculty member since 1962 and is one of 800 Americans
being sent abroad in 1982-83 in the competitive Fulbright exchange program.
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